
AMOSA Visits Tumby Bay RSL’s Commemoration …. 

As in many country towns the Tumby Bay RSL was 

formed after the Great War. 

In early February 2020 the town embraced the centenary 

of the local RSL by involving the whole community. 

Representing AMOSA  

was Wayne Birch, 

Debbie Spicer and 

Trudy Babinskas. 

We attended a “meet 

and greet “BBQ at the 

RSL Clubrooms, and met 

the organizers and were 

given an idea of the 

incredible planning that had gone into their celebration.  

A  street march on the Saturday led to the oval where 

every imaginable community organisation had set up a 

display from the Light Horse, to horse and cart rides, SES, 

and some great classic cars. We set up an impromptu 

display/information 

centre at the town oval 

where books, posters 

and information about 

our Museum were 

greeted with interest & 

enthusiasm.   Varied 

entertainments were 

put on at the oval 

including a Light Horse 

display and cannon firing.  For the youngsters there were 

sack races. 

Saturday evening was a formal dinner dance in the town 

hall with music provided by the Army Band Adelaide, and 

attendance by the 

Governor of South 

Australia.   

The Governor made a 

poignant speech about 

the sacrifices made by 

families from the area 

during the Great War 

and subsequent 

conflicts.  Another 

highlight of the evening 

was the launch of the 

book “ Veterans Memoirs” by Geoff Stewart.  Wayne 

was presented with a copy of the book for the 

Museum.  The book 

contains a biography of 

each of the soldiers 

who went to war from 

the Tumby Bay and 

local districts. 

This delightful town of 

1200 people has a 

tangible sense of 

community and local 

pride.  They could not 

have made us feel more 

welcome. 

By Trudy Babinskas 
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